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 Localnotes
Virginia NEWS with Ronan Maher

Happy 60th Birthday Ann!

Heritage Day
Crowds converged on 
Virginia showgrounds last 
Sunday to enjoy the history 
based precursor to next 
August’s agricultural show 
when Virginia Heritage held 
their annual Fair Day and 
Vintage display.
It was year number 14 for 
an event that has always 
attracted thousands 
and this time proved no 
different as the public 
swamped in to enjoy the 
variety on offer to entertain 
them.
This included animals like 
South American llamas 
and lots more things 
related to agriculture 
like vintage tractors and 
farm machinery going 
back to the early days of 
the internal combustion 
engine. There were also a 
lot of vintage cars, music 
and traditional crafts.
Fifth and sixth class 
students from St Mary’s 
NS had their entrances to 
a photography competition 
judged while many sat 
back and enojyed watching 
traditional crafts like hay 
rope making, saddling and 
churning. Children were 
kept entertained with face 
painting, a fun fair. Other 
entertainment like music 
and dancing to kept the 
whole family happy.

Best Shop Front
Congratulations have 
gone out to all who took 
part in the Tidy Towns 
shop front comopetition 
run in conjuction with the 
heritage fair day. It was 
held the day before on 
Saturday, June 27 with the 
winner getting a year’s free 
advertising on the Virginia.
ie website.

Learn to Swim
The tradition of swimming 
lessons at Lough Ramor 
will continue this year over 
two weeks in July and 
August. Growney’s Wood 
on the Munterconnaught 
side of the lake will play 
host to the lessons which 
will run from Monday, July 
27 to Friday, August 7. 
For information or to sign 
up call Noeleen Skelly at 
049 8547806 or e-mail 
nskelly5@eircom.net.

A Munterconnaught man who last 
year self-published a comedy mem-
oir of his life in Cavan and around the 

world, will soon celebrate the 
first anniversary of the release 
of the book which has seen 
steady progress in sales over 
the year.

Ronan Smith, a webmaster 
and editor released the book 
‘The Lord of the Rams’ on July 
24 of last year and preempted 
that with the books’ official 
website which started up in 
June 2008. It is a humorous ac-
count covering 25 years and 
includes his early life in Cavan 
and his travels to places like 
Dublin, New York and London. 
Ronan, who will be selling his 
book at the upcoming Vir-

ginia Agricultural Show from 
Wednesday, August 19 and the 
Le Chéile festival in Oldcastle 

from July 28 has seen his book sold 
all over the world. It continues to 
win plaudits from the critics and 

earlier this month an American re-
viewer described how “touching, 
funny and compelling” the book is.

“The word is getting out to dif-
ferent countries,” said Ronan. “I’ve 
had a good few reviews in Ireland 
and a few in the UK. The reaction to 
the book has been [favourable] so 
far. You don’t always hear the bad 
reports but the good reports have 
been pretty positive. I think the re-
views show that it appeals to a wider 
audience.”

Ronan gave special thanks to Ol-
iver O’Dwyer (Ramor Inn, Munter-
connaught) and the McEvoy family 
(Supervalu, Virginia) who he said 
“have been especially generous in 
their support of the book in the past 
year”.

To purchase the book or to find out 
about the author and read reviews 
of his work you can visit the official 
website at www.lordoftherams.com.

One book to rule them all

n Eugene Tighe, pictured with Ronan Smith, 
picks up two copies of Lord of the Rams at 
the book launch back in August 2008. 

LAST week was a very im-
portant one for Cavan and 
especially Virginia’s tourist in-
dustry when one of the biggest 
agricultural events in Ireland 
was launched.

Described as the “biggest 
one day event in the north 
east” and now into its sixty 
eighth year, the 2009 Virginia 
Agricultural Show recieved it’s 
official launch in the Riverfront 
Hotel, Virginia on Wednesday, 
June 24 and had the proverbial 
bottle of champagne smashed 
over its bow by IFA president 
and recently elected presi-
dent of COPA (Committee of 
Professional Agricultural Or-
ganisations) Padraig Walshe.

In his speech the IFA presi-
dent praised the organisers 
for the good work they put 
into the show each year and 
highlighted the difficul-
ties the dairy industry, 
which employs thou-
sands in Cavan, is fac-
ing at the moment. He 
also expressed how im-
portant occassions like 
the Virginia Show are 
in these tough times.

The main focus of 
the show is livestock 
as it features 400 dif-
ferent classes of farm 
animals. Under the 
scrutiny of the judges 
the top dairy cattle breeders 
vie for the blue ribbon event, 
the  prestigious Bailey’s Cow 
prize. As always there will be 

lots more besides livestock 
for the non-bovine inclined to 
enjoy like an organic food hall 
and much more. It will be held 

in the Virginia Showground as 
usual, and the five day event  
begins on Wednesday, August 
19.

“Livestock and the produc-

tion of farms is a very impor-
tant area of this but there are 
also many more things like 
arts and crafts,” explained 
Virginia Show’s Kathleen 

Duffy speaking to the Cavan 
Post earlier this year. “It’s on 
the go for 68 years this year. 
It’s a day that was always 
looked forward to.”

Let’s all go to the show

n Front row: Mary Gaynor Safety Officer, Brendan Smyth, Co-ordinator Glanbia/Baileys Champion Cow 
Competition., Padraig Walshe, Margaret McKoen-Boyle, Back row: Helen Cullen Eimear Gaynor Catherine 
Murtagh, Secretary, Breege Goldrick, Assistant Secretary. n LEFT: Padraig Walshe who launched the 2009 
Virginia Show last Wednesday.

n Birthday girl Ann Lynch celebrated her 60th on 
Saturday last with friends and family at a surprise 
party in Mullagh. Many Happy Returns Ann!!
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